The early case for caring for the insane in general hospitals.
The early argument for caring for the insane in general hospitals arose in the late 1800s in the context of criticisms of the asylum made by neurologists and some psychiatrists. The movement in support of general hospital psychiatry gained ground within psychiatry as the modernization of the general hospital made it a more attractive work site for physicians. By the second decade of this century, a newly independent discipline of hospital administration was providing an audience for psychiatrists who wanted to make the medical and financial case for the value of psychiatric care in the general hospital. Although in the 1930s only a fraction of general hospitals included a "department for mental patients," general hospital psychiatric treatment had ceased to be only a rhetorical or experimental concept and was fast becoming a practical program of treatment.